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COMMENTARY
Introduction

Conforti published his little treatise in 1593, at a time, as he noted, when impro-
vised embellishments were the rage in large cities and princely courts, and
when many singers attempting to master the art of embellishment did so only
with great difficulty and little success. By the 1590s every good performer had
to know how to embellish a vocal or instrumental composition, and it was to
satisfy the need for a textbook on this difficult art, specifically for vocalists but
also for instrumentalists, that Conforti brought out his Breve.

Three copies have survived, one in the Civico Museo Bibliografico Musi-
cale, Bologna, and two in the British Library, London. It is a small, practical
book, thirty-two pages long (including the title page and its verso), in a small
format (19 cm x 13 ¢cm), and with a dichiaratione (explanation) of four folios at
the end. No modern edition has appeared, but there are three facsimile edi-
tions: (1) Johannes Wolf’s now rare publication of 1922 with German trans-
lation and introductory notes (only 380 copies were printed, 300 of them
numbered); (2) Giancarlo Rostirolla’s 1986 edition with short but informative
notes in Italian; and (3) Denis Stevens’s 1989 edition with English commen-
tary.!

In the 1590s there was a real need for such a book. At a time when impro-
vised embellishments were indispensable to any competent singer, the only
treatise before Conforti’s was Giovanni Camillo Maffei’s short but important
“letter” to the Count of Altavilla, printed over thirty years earlier in 1562

1 Johannes Wolf (Berlin: Breslauer, 1922); Giancarlo Rostirolla (Rome: Societa Italiana del
Flauto Dolce, 1986); Denis Stevens, TheJoy of Ornamentation (White Plains, New York: Pro/Am
Music, 1989).
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[Ascending Step]
[p. 3]

)
Ve YA YE A /P4 () W . A S 2
e TR NONNNTOIRS A 75 o O [ 4 I8 & gy [ . & ¥ J"y
Z 7 — — % ll:‘ o2 U X, o e a3 —»
N —

i - Sal - ve [ vl

1111 N A D

L
v

J

O Ll 4 vr rvypvy

L o 1 T T g4 T S o 1 T " e g7y
B S BV Y g JPT F€ "

MISC 6 43



[Cadences] End of a half-measure cadence
a [P 26]
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