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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Benedetto Pallavicino was born in or near Cremona around 1551. From the little information
available about his life we know that he spent twenty-two years, from 1579 until his death in 1601, in
the service of the Gonzaga family: first with Vespasiano Gonzaga at Sabbioneta, then with Guglielmo
and Vincenzo Gonzaga at Mantua (he was appointed maestro di cappella by the latter on the death
of Giaches Wert in 1596). Therefore he spent most of his mature artistic career at one of the most
important courts of northern Italy, where music was highly appreciated, and where some of his
colleagues were amongst the foremost composers of the time. ‘

Pallavicino’s work enjoyed considerable popularity in his day: all but two of his ten books of
madrigals were reprinted several times, and many of his compositions, sacred and secular, were included
in contemporary anthologies. History, however, has neglected him. His music has had only cursory
examination by historians, perhaps because very little of it is available in modern editions. Recently
Denis Arnold has shown Pallavicino to have been an interesting composer whose later madrigals, dating
from the last decade of the sixteenth century, have many features in common with those of his
Mantuan colleagues Wert and Monteverdi.l It is time that all his music be made available since it is of
interest as such and as a product of the same artistic environment that produced Monteverdi’s.?

- Corpus Mensurabilis Musicae will issue Pallavicino’s Opera omnia in seven double volumes:
I.  BooksI and II of madrigals for five voices.
II. Books III and IV of madrigals for five voices.
III. Books V and VI of madrigals for five voices.
IV. Books VII and VIII of madrigals for five voices.
V. The First Books of madrigals for four and six voices.
V1. Sacra dei laudes (the motets).
VII. The Liber missarum and all other works not included above.

1. “Seconda pratica: a Background to Monteverdi’s Madrigals,” Music and Letters, XXXVIII (1957), 341.

2. For some comparisons of madrigals by the two composers set to the same text, see Flanders, “The Madrigals of Benedetto Palla-
vicino,” Chapter VII.
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Il primo libro de madrigali a cinque voci
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* The numbering scheme in this volume follows that employed in Flanders, A Thematic Index to the Works of
Benedetto Pallavicino (Hackensack, 1974).
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